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more equality and expedition, you, the sheriff, are to
govern yourself in the assessment for his service by
such public payments as are most equal and agreeable
to the inhabitants of that county; and for your more
ease and better proceeding herein, after you have
accordingly rated the several hundreds, lathes, and
divisions of that county, you may set forth, your
warrants to the constables, requiring them to call
unto them some of the most discreet and sufficient
men of every parish, town, or tithing, and to consider
with them how the sum charged upon each hundred
may be distributed and divided as aforesaid, and with
most equality and indifferency; and to return the
same in writing, under their hands, with all possible
expedition; which being done, you are to sign the
assessment set on the several persons of every par-
ticular parish, town, or tithing, if you approve thereof;
and if, for inequality, you find cause to alter the same
in any part, yet after it is so altered you are to sign
the same, and, keeping the true copy thereof, you
may thereupon give order for the speedy collection
and levying of such sums accordingly by constables
of hundreds, petty constables, and others usually
applied lor collection of other common charges and
payments."x It is clear from this that in 1634 it was
already recognised that the ordinary method of rating
was not in accordance with distribution of the burden
according to ability.

1 Kusliworth, Historical Collections, 1680, vol. ii. pp. 259-61.